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TO THE 


READER. 


Chriſtian READER, 


HE abounding of Scandals, in theſe evil Days 
wherein we live, makes the Subject treated of in 
the following Diſcourſe but too Neceſſary. As 
ir the Manner of handling, it is above my Commenda- 
ion. The learned and pious Amthor's pub- 
iſhed Works *, beſedes the long Courſe of Tu Corman 
js uſeful Miniſterial Labours, principally Chriſtian Tem- 
u Nottingham, do abundantly praiſe him P#..0! Oy 
n the Gates. If any ſhould be ſo fooliſh- prayer, Ge. 
nice 4s to cavil at the plainneſs of the 
luthors Stile, let them know his buſineſs is with their 
earts aud Conſciences, aud ample Experience, (be- 
let the Apoſtle Caution and Example, 1 Cor. 2. 
I. 4.) may convince as, that ſtudied Periods, contribute 
nothing to the ſaving of Souls, which is the great End 
the Miniſtry which we have received of the Lord, 
and are under ſo awful Obligations to fulfil. 
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T0 the Reader. 


The Words which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth * 
taught, 1 Cor. 2. 13.) will, by all competem 
Judges, be efteemed the moſt proper and effectual. 

May the following Diſcourſe be ſucceeded by an a- 
bundant Bleſſing from above, to give a nowerff check 
to growing Scandal! Ihe Author and Publiſher will 
then reckon their 25 Papi attained ; Nor will they 
who reap Benefit 1. their earneſt Prayers, 
(which are — 2 Ari requeſted) or both. 

May the great God (who only can) teach every Reader 


to P, is the hearty deſire of © 


One what is earneſtly Solicitous for the 
Churches Purity and Peace. 
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SCANDAL 


PSALM CXIX. clzv. 


Great Peace have they which love thy Lam, and nothing 
ſhall offend them, Or, (as in the Hebrew) they bal 
TB ave no Stumbling-block. = | 


ing how frequently Scandals fell out, and what a World 
of Miſchief attended the ſame; it induced him to publiſh 
his Treatiſe of the Miſchief of Scandals, Anno Dom, 1631, 
very near Fourſcore Years ſince. He greatly 1 that none of 
Jour Engliſh Divines before, (fo far as he could le: Fad treated on 
that Subject. Tis certainly a very needful Suljett for God's Miniſters 
to preach on at this Day, if it may be, to put 4 ſtop to the Incrhaſe of 
— or to prevent, or check the Malignant, pernicious Influence 
. X 
O that what is here offered concerning Scandals, Offences, (thro 
the Blefling of Heaven) may have ſome good Succeſs and Effect ; 
without any ones taking Offence, - | 
Great Peace, even inward Spiritual Peace, Sweer Tranquillity and 
Serenity of Mind have they, or is, A ſhall be to them which Love thy 


Lm, 


4 T *: Fairhful Servant of Chriſt, Mr. Fer. Dyke, conkider; 


** a | 
2 The Evil and Remedy of Scandal, 
Law, who fincerely obey thy Commands, from a principal of Lo 


to thee, and them. | y 
"And nothing ſhall offend them, they thall have no Stumbling-Bloſ 
Whereuntothe Septuagint alſo agrees, n dem a exca# there is of! 
Scandal ro them, Dr. Hammond compares this with the like Phraſf | 
1 Jobn 2. 10, He that loveth his Brother abideth in the Light, & ex-402Þ” 
& allo un ig, and there ñ 1:2 Scandal in, or unto him. Though ſuch arÞ! 
not free from S of Infirmity, yet under God's Favour and Protection! 
by his Power and Grace, they are ordinarily kept from thoſe Snate 
and Temprations which others fall into. | | } 
Here are Two Propoſitions that ly plain before us. l 
Prop. 1. Great Peace is, or ſhall be to ſuch as love God's Law. 
2. They that love God's Law, are ordinarily ſafeſt from the 
Evil of Scandal, which is the Point J eſpecially aim at in the follow 4 
ing Diſcourſe. N 0 
Who are they that love God's Law? The truly Gracious, whio an 
ſincerely devoted to God, and to his Service: M/bo have by Law put if 
their inward Parts, and written in their Hearts, (Jer. 31. 33.) who d 
light in the Law of God, after the inward Man, (Rom. J. 22.) wholif 
obey from the Heart, and who love the Law of the Lord even for it 
Purity, (F/l. 119. 140.) and therefore would have a Reſpect uni 
all God's Commands; as they eſteem his Preceprs concerning 
Things to be right. 5 
Such are ordinarily ſafeſt from Scandal. Take the Word [ Scandal W- 
in the largeſt Senſe, and the love of God's Holy Law is a ſpecial 
Means to — us both from giving, and from taking Offence, or S 
dal. Though ſuch as love God's Law, are ſubject to ſtumble and fall, 
through Infirmity, yea, ſometimes they have very ſore Falls, thro 
ſome ſudden, violent puſh of Temptation, yet they riſe after their Fall 
Their flips and falls are not to their utter Ruin; and for the moſt px 
tis their care to walk inoffenſively, ſo as not to be Scandals, to of 
caſion others Stumbling. They would not give Offence to others, ul 
by their Example or other wiſe draw, or encourage others to Si 
And further, ſuch are not ſo apt cauſteſly to tale Offence at others 
or where Offence is given, to be fo Scandalized, as to be turned out 
of the Way of their Duty, out of God's Way. | 
As to the Term Scandal, L Ada = which the LXXII. here uſe 
it is perfectly Parallel in the threefold Notion of it, to 
» Mich-ſril the Word in the Hebrew *, ſignifying a Seumbl.ng-block, and 
a Snare, and a Gal-trap, as Dr. Hammond. 
Here to open the Nature of Scandals, Offences, with what conve - 
nient brevity I can. * 
Firſt, The common Diſtinction of Scandal, or Offence Given; anc 
Scandal, or Offence taken, is not more common than neceſſary} 
which ſome do otherwiſe expreſs. to wit, by the Terms of Active 
and Paſſ ve Scandal. The Words LG and [Taken] are uſed here 
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The Boil and Remedy of Scandal. 3 


of Lon a ma Senſe, as ſignifying on which Hand the fault lieth. - So 
Scandal given we are to underſtand culpably given, whether others 

-Blepke it, or no. And by Scandal taken, that which is culpably taten, 
Te is hen oft no Scandal was cuſpabiy given. . 
Phraſl Sometimes there is Scandal given, but not taken, as Matth. 16. 23. 
dende NTbon art an Offence (a Scandal) to me. When Peter went about to 


ich arbiſſwade his Lord and Maſter from Suffering, which was to take him 

tectionbff from his undertaken Work for our Redemption. This was a 

onareeandal in its omn Nature, though not in the event and effect. An 
pritudinal Scandal, but not an Actual Scandal unto Chriſt ; no Stum- 
ling block to Him, who could not be moved the leaſt ſtep out of his 

* ay. | | Sm 4.1 {3 203 0459 

- Again, ſometimes there is Scandal taken, where none was given: 


do Chriſt, and the Goſpel was a Stone of Stumbling to many, 1 Pet. 2. 
. and 1 Cor. 1. 23. Their Stumbling and raking Offence, whether 
r the Perſon, or at the Doctrine of Chriſt was moſt unjuſt, unjuſtifia- 
Je, without Ground, without Excuſe. 


1 . LY 
o e Again, ſomerimes Scandal is both given and taken: One caſting 
) who Stumbling- block in others way, and others falling at it: As upon 
for i& **r's Judaizing, Gal. 2. 12, 13. +4 
t umd Some diſtinguiſh berwixr Scandal, that is only an Occaſion of others 
ing al; and Scandal, that is an Occaſyon of others Sin. But though cis 2 


painſt Charity, unneceſſarily to occaſion others Grief and Trouble: Yet 
Hat is not the Sin of giving Scandal (as the Word is generally uſed in the 

New Teſtament:) And many really offend others, caft a — — 
asrock, a Scandal in their Way, even in pleaſing them, as when it tends 
to confirm them in any Error, or unwarrantable Practice, as in the Apo- 
Witle Peter's Caſe, Gal. 2. And on the other hand, we may do that, 
whereat others are grieved and diſpleaſed, without incurring the juſt 

enſure, or Charge of giving Scandal. Ir oft fallerh out, that ſome, 
or other will Cenſure their fellow Chriſtians, will be diſpleaſed, an 
ake Offence even at their Brerhren, for doing what is not only law- 
ful, but expedient, or their Duty. But in doing what we ought to do, 
we are not guilty of Scandal, though it may prove a Scandal toothers, 
d ou when they are unreaſonably moved, and diſquieted at it; and are thus 
| caſt into ſinful Paſſions, and Cenſures, and hindted in the way of 
their Duty towards God, or Man. In this caſe there is Scandal unjuſt=, 
ir, to taken, and the fault is only in thetnſelves who rake Offence. ' * h 
Further, take Notice, there are variow Ways, or Meant, whereby 
others may be ſcandalized. One may occaſion others ſtumbling or 
BN) ry, - either by his Speech, or Practice, or by Omiſſions, or by di- 
rect Oppoſition, - And, 5 


5 anc (1.) By bis Words. As, 1. Infinuating Inftilling Errors into the 
{ary Minds of others; Tainting, Corrupting their Judgments, Some 
48nd} there are, whoſe Words eat as a Canter, or a Gangrene, 2 Tim. 2. 17. 
| here They lay a Snare, they ſet a Trap; ro carch other Mens Souls who 


2 arg 


4 The Evil and Remedy of Scandal. 
are ſeeking with enticing Words to inveagle, and draw them iy 
pernicious Errors; there are damnable Hereſies, in their Nature df 
ſtructive umo Souls. 2. Or by Evi! Counſel, Perſwaſiom, Promilg/ 
Threatnings, Sc. prejudicing others againſt, ot bel 
from the good ways of God; or drawing others into any Evil, uw 
95 le — — 3 * 
(2.) By ones Practice. As, 4. By doing Things evil in tbemfele: 
Thus others may be enconraged unto, or more harden d in rhe li 
evil Practice, evil Examples, and eſpecially of Men in Power, or 
great repute for their Learning, or of ſuch as have been noted pi 
feſſors, have ordinarily a very powerful malignant Influence upon u 
ny; ſo the bad Examples of Miniſters, who ſhould know better Thany 
- Mal. 2. 8. The Prieſts departing out of the Way, cauſed many t 
ftumble at the Law. Wl 28 
2. By animprudent Tie, or rather Abiiſe of Chriſtian Liberey. Thin 
that are lawful in themſelves, are not at all Times Expedient, 1% 
8. 9. Take hted leſt by any Means thi Liberty of yours become a ſtumbling 
tblack.to them that are weak» Chriſtians ought to forbear the uſe of the 
Liberty, when they may foreſee the uſe thereof would be to orhe 
prejudice and hurt; as when it may tempt them unto what, to ch 
is unlawful. Rom. 14. 13, 14. and verſe 20. As one ſays | Cacholi 
Hierarchy, printed in 1681. p. 44. ] Though the Offence may be bt 
A reputed, or ſuppoſed one by the offended Party, and the Offence u 
Juſtly taken as to the Thing, or Action; yet it may be juſtly charged u 
-#he offending Party too, who is as well acquainted with the wen 
his Brother, as with the indifferency of the Action. [And ſee Bart 
Paraphraſe on the Scripture laſt cited.] 
Indeed about the uſe of indifferent Things, we are to follow the Di 
rect ion both of Faith and Charity, if we would nor tumble here, an 
alſo occaſion others to ſtumble. 1. We muſt be well aſſured, put a 
of doubt by God's Word, that the Thing we call indifferent, be ſuch 
it ſelf. 2. Charity muſt ſet Bounds to the uſe of our Liberty in a Thig 
Indifferent; that we uſe it not to the Offence and Scandal of our wel 
Brethren. For that were not to walk charitably, | 
Though I may not venture upon a Sin, to keep another from & 
ning (1 may not do evi! that good may come) neither may I negled 
or omit my preſent Duty, notwithſtanding I may foreſee that another wi 
make ir an Occaſion of his Sin; yet Charity binds me in a matter tel 
to Liberty, which is in my Power to uſe, or to forbear the uſe of, | 
Hay, Charity binds me to take that part which is freeſt, ſafeſt fron 
being an occaſion of others Sin and Fall. TER. 
(3.) Not only by ones Practice, but by the o-m»fion of b Duty, 
may a Man lay 4 Scandal, a Snare, a Stumbling-bloct before other! 
and occaſion their Fall; As by Silence, and Connivanct, when ode 
hatha Call, and Uppeorunty to oppoſe Error; or to Reprove, or AF 
moniſh a Sinner after ſome ungodly deed conunitted; he may tv 
0 ; CO ' 


| The Evil and Remedy of Scandal. > 
em infcontribiie to their hardening in Sin; and may occaſion; others con- 
enting thereunto, by not ſhewing hx diſlike, by not entring his diſſent. 
And ſo by omiſſion of other Duties. As if thoſe that live with us, may 
Know, that we take no time for ſecret Duties; is not chat a tempe- 
ng and encouraging them to the like ſinful Omiſſion ? One that is 
Lnown to his Houſe-fellows to make no account of ſecret Duties, is 
elo oing bis part to Teach, or perſwade them, chat to keep up theſe is 
doing more than needetb. * 3 | ? f 
1.0 By Perſecution, or hard uſage of others under their Power, 
d;Micterring others from the Way of their Duty, or driving them upon 
in; this way Men are great Stumhling- blocks in others way. Paul, 
uml before his Converſion) was for compelling Men to blaſpheme,  Adts 26. 
. And when Governours, Parents, Maſters of Families, by ang. 
our ſer themſelves to diſconrage thoſe under them from the 
inf$0d che Right Way, or to urge them unto that which is diſpleaſing to 
od, and would be a wounding of their Conſciences; here is a ſore 
emptation. So Perſecution #4 great Block, that many cannot get o- 
Per. When Tribulation and Perſecution ariſeth becauſe of the Word, 
n are offended, Math. 13. 21. and chap. 24. 9, 10. And thardread- 
weft! Threathing denounced againſt thoſe that ſhall offend one of Cbriſt's 
b hk ones, Mah 18,6, Ir 5 to 2 —_—_— to - 
ffending any ſuch by injuring, by perſecuting them, if thereby they 
P — them from . Chrikt, from adhering to his 
ruch and Intereſt. Tis ſuch offending, as is there oppoſed to the Re- 
| — Owning, Countenancing, and Encouraging one of Chtiſt's 
little ones. | | a ] 
Here I have ſhewed various Ways of giving Offence, of being a 
dtumbling- block to others; as alſo it has fallen in my Way, to ſhew 
an ow others are Scandulized, or take Offene. . 
put u Now further take Notice, There is a Difference of thoſe that are 
prin _ As ſome do it from a worſe Principle, and ſome with 
” Jo 8. | | 
Some give Scandal from 4 morſe Principle than others; when ſome 
ffend here only per imperitiam, through Ignorance, and Weaknefs ; 
dihers per negligentiam, through careleſneſs and Negligence, which is 
FF orſe; others offend per malitiam, of ſer Purpoſe, wilful Wicked- 
ess, and Malice, which is worſt of all. How Diabolical is it to con- 
rive and deſign others falling into Sin, (for ought they know) to their 
Woul's everlaſting Ruin. | 
o Yet they that do hurt to Souls, ſhould not take it for a ſufficient Ex- 
vſe, chat they intended no ſuch Thing. Would you not chink a Ser- 
ant guilty of great careleſsneſs, and very blame-worthy, who had 
et ſcalding Water, or Liquor in a young Child's way, that falls in- 
onto it, wirhout intending the ſcalding of the Child ? Suppoſe you un- 
FF qually ycke your Children in Marriage, with Idolaters, or others 
of dangerous, corrupt Principles; though you did nat intend their ſe- 


deduction, 


6 The Evil and Remedy of Scandal. 
2 you are guilry of laying a Snare, or Stumbling· block A. 


Again, The Effects of Scandal are various, Tho' all are Evil, Dat” 
gerous, and to be avoided, yer ſome have a more malignant Infliff 
ence, and more perniciow Effecti, than others, 1 | 
Some Scandals tend to draw Men imo ſome patticular Sin, of” 
Error; or to draw them off from ſome particular Truth, or:Dutl. 
Some Scandals tend to harden Men in a ſinful Stare and Cours 
_ to prejudice them againſt the way of Godlineſs, and an hol 
Some Scandals tend to the quenching of Love, and the breach 
Peace; ſome to the ſubverting of Faith, and lead to downrighn af 
delity, and to Apoſtacy. Thus they differ in degree. | 
And ſome Scandals have a more remote Tendency to others Fall anfl 
Ruin; other Scandals have a more direct and immediate tender 
thereunto. 1 | | 
In the next place I come to ſhew whence it is that they that 1; 
God's Law, are ordinarily freeſt from giving Offence, or Scandal. 
(1.) Such are in the Light, God's Word is a Lamp unto thi 
Feet, and a Light unto their Path, as here, verſe 105. They are f 
from loving Darkneſs. They are not willingly ignorant of their Dy 
how they ought to walk. They ſeek God's Precepts ; They pray, th 
the Lord would teach them his Statutes : Theſe are the Men of th 
Counſel. They that walk in Darkneſs, are moſt ſubje& to ſtumb 
and fall. But they that love God's Law are in the Light, and are f 
walkirg'in the Light, and for walking Circumſpectly. As they fe 
ſtumbling and falling themſelves ; ſo they fear giving occaſion of ſtun 
bling ro others. | | 130 
- (2.) They love God, who love his Law. And thi # the love f Gi 
that we keep bis Commandments. And the greater care they have 
keep God's Commands, the more free from giving Scandal. If at 
take Offence at their ſtrict walking and following the Thing tt 
is good, tis a Thing they cannot help: "Tis their Sin that take offend 
Again, they that love God, are grieved to ſee or hear God diffiono 
ed by others, P/al. 119. 158. -Theheld the Tranſgreſſors, and was griet 
Then muſt ir not be grievous to ſuch, if at any time they have git 
occaſion to others to diſhonour him? Then how grievous muſt it! 
to them, if the Name of God ſhould be blaſphemed through the 
by their Means? 0 
(3:) They that love God's Law, have a Love to others, and eſpecia 
to the Souls of others. Love is the virtual fulfilling of the Law, N 
13.8, 9, 10. And love worketh no ill to his Neighbour, Then won 
it not be far from hurting the Souls of others, as lay ing ſtumbli 
blocks before them? A due love to others would incline one to (01 
' rowfulneſs, when he ſees others ſcandalized, ſtumbling, and fallin 
It would cauſe ſomething of that inward Grief and Trouble, the 


poſt 


e 


| The Evil and Remedy of Seandal. 7 
lockbe tle ſpeaks of, 2 Cor. 11. 29: Who is offended, and 1 burn nut? Then 


. B. all not ſuch a one fear, being as a ſtumbling· block in others way? 


rue love wiſheth well to the Souls of others. But how could we 


t la, ber, @ worſe turn, than to tempt and draw them to Sin, to hinder 


hem in the Way of true Piety? Then ſurely, love would never put 
Dur len upon perſeouting work, that way to lay a ſtumbling - block before o- 
ours And to deſign rhe enſnaring of others, is ſo contrary ro a 
hriſtian Spirit, and to the Grace of love; that it would rather ſhew 

len Children of the Devil, who was a Murderer from the beginning. "© it 
(4.) They that love God's Law, have 4 love to Religion, and would 
concerned for irs Intereſt. That rhey forger themſelyes, they car- 
TW nor like themſelves, when they do any thing that tends to the Re- 
aach of Religion; that may 1 or increaſe in others a diſlike of it; 

d chus obſtru# its Intereſt, This way ſome may be hinder d from 
ming over, who were inclining towards it, and ſome again diſcou- 


ral accounts, that they that love God's Law, are nor ſo apt to give 

andal as others. | 

Then Secondly, To ſhew that they that love God's Law, are not ſ. 
Dor to be Scandalized, to take Offence as others. en! 

g But take Notice, For a Chriſtian to be offended and grieved at the 


5 * of others, as Offences againſt God, Tranſgreſſions of his hol 
Fl "Maw; this is not the taking Offence, or Scandal here ſpoken of. It 
ere co be wiſhed, that there were more Indignation againſt Sin, more 
hey row for Sin among ſt us, wheteſoever we ſee it; it being a Grace, a 
Z erbe, and what the love of God's Law inclineth Souls unto. - Buy 
RW Offence or Scandal. taken, there is ſinful weakneſs at leaſt, and 
6 MWnctimes great Wickedneſs. Many take offence, where none is given, 
9.6 he unbelieving Jews were offended at Chriſt's Perſon. He was not 


IF a Saviour as they expected. And Math. 15. 12. The Phoriſees 
ere offended at his Doctrine. 


other is, or doth, to Sin, or is hinder d in a courſe of Piety, in the 
ay of his Duty, to his Soul's ruin, or at leaſt ro his Soul's hurt and 
mmage. 3 Sen . 
6 BI Now they that love God's Law, are not ſo apt, as others, thus ro 
Aire Offence, or to frame Scandals to themſelves. For,"  - ,. | + 
(J.) If ſome are giving Scanda/, unto ſuch as love God's Law, 
- wont to be matter of Mourning: Tis a /ad ſigbe to them, that any 
pe" their ſcandalous Practice ſhould give great occaſion to the Ene- 
% Mies of the Lord to blaſpheme; ſhould open foul Mouths, to ſpeak 


of 


wet proachfully of the good Ways of God, and of his Servar and 
7 0 us lay a Stumbling- block in others way, and ſin againſt their own Souls, 


tpoſe them to ruin. Now they that are Mourning upon ſuch ac- 
punts, for Scandals given, are er from taking Offence, ſo as to fall 
en thoſe Scandals, . n | 

(2.) They 


falli 
the 
0 


ged, who had made ſome entrance. Thus it may appear upon ſe- 


That is properly Scandal taken, when one taketh occaſion from, what 


_ — —  — — —  ._—— —_— — — — ___c_-_ ——— 


They are for bolding faſt the Profeſſion of their Faith. They wot 
c 


ſhame an theſe, towards whom they were · ill-· affected for the Profeſſi 


Counſel of God, dealing plainly with Sinners, admoniſhing, repro 


8 The Evil and Remedy f Scandal, © 
(2.) They chat love God's Law, are for chuſing the Way ef MO. 
te, and for walking in all the ments and Ordinanf:he 
ces of the Lord, blameleſs. They would not dare in their ordinal 
courſe to ſer aſide any known Command, or allow of any known Si 
ſo if they ſes others ſetting a bad Example, they very well know, t 
others _ and falls, are fon their Caution, not for their Imitation... 
(3.) They that love God's Law, have a love to Religion, ſa th 
will not have worſe Thoughts of Religion; becauſe that ſome, wh 
make a Profeſſion, walk unſuĩtably. They will nor forſake "God: 
Worſhip, and Ordinances, becauſe ſome Profeſſors fall off, and ti 
their backs on his Ordinances; and ſome again by their looſe lives u 
a Reproach, and Diſgrace to them. {47 
(4.) They that love God's Law, receive rhe 'Truth in the loye of 


not forſake known Truth. They that embrace the Truth, not ſor 
foreign Reaſons, or by- ends, and reſpects; but from a fincere love. 

the Truth, will love and own it ſtill, tho others deſert it, and cauſe i 
way of Truth to be evil ſpoken of. ä 

(J.) They that love God's Law, are not ſo apt to ſtumble at the Cy 
When Tribulation or Peſecution ariſeth becauſe of the Word, ſu 
would not be offended; ſo 4s to turn out of God's May, to ſhun the Cn 
Many Waters cannot quench love. Beſides, they are wont to ent 
ſweet Peace within, keeping in God's way, which puts them in goof 
Heart, when they meer with Tribulation inthe World. 

(6.) They that love God's Law, are far from rejoicing in Iniquity, i 
other Men's Sins. They chat rejoice and take pleaſure in the ſcan 
lous falls of others, (tho it may ſound ſtrange to ſome) are ſcandalii ur 
with a Witneſi, are guilty of Offence taken in a moſt high degree. M 
ther they are pleaſed in having ſuch evil Examples, to plead in exciſ 
for their doing the like? Or whether they rejoice in the occafionof cmi 


they made, and then that they can take occaſion to caſt reproach 
tigion itſelf 2 Tis not be imagined, that they that love God's I, 
ſhould be guilty of taking ſuch Offence. ; AT Uh 
(7.) They that love God's Law, would not take Offence at they 
een in others, There are that take Offence at others doing their Du 
Many are offended at faithful Miniſters not ſhunning to declare all uyem: 


ing Sinners; telling them the Truth, what they muſt expect, exc 
they repent, and turn to God. Many are offended at the beſt Chriſtians, wipe 
walk with greateſt Circumſpection, who are Zealous, and active 
their Places for God, and of exemplary Piety: Such are an Eye- 
unto many. Eſal. 69. 9, 10. The Zeal of thine Houſe hath eaten me up, A. 
the Reproaches of them that reproached thee, are fullen upon me. V/huqrice 
wept and chaſtned my Soui with faſting, that was to my Reproach, But ot 
not 4 ſign of a Wicked Heart, a gracelefs Spirit in ſuch, 8 T 81 


—— 
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The Evil aud Remedy of Scattdul. * 
o gence at others, more Righteous than themſelves, when they are in 
nanfrhe Way of their Dury ? They that love God's Law, will dread be- 
inarfling guilty of ſuch Offence taken, as to be full of Envy and Malignity 
nfjagainſt God's Saints and Servants, for no other cauſe then their ear- 
neſt following the Thing that is good. 6 
« | (8.) When the love of God's law includes the love of our Neighboiir; 

hof ont Brother, this twofold love would teach and incline one to put 
whihs favourable a Conſtrutt ion as he ought, in Charity upon others $ 
and Actions. When Pride, Envy; Malice, and Ilwill, prompt Men 
otake what others ſay, and do in the worſt Senſe, and ro aggravate - 
— failings: 1 4 — e Ad l a Mg, of Chriſtian 
arity, which believeth all Things, ings, 1 Cor: 13:7: 
harity inclaies to the moſt favourable Opinion oforhers, till the con”, 
ronlWrary is evidem : And thus the love of God's Law, and of our Brother; . 
ru 2 ſpecial Means to keep Chriſtians from raſh Cenſuring, and taking 
ve Offence at others unjuſtly, without ground. ERA | 
(9.) He that loveth God's Law, and loveth his Brother, (as the law 
ff God requires) he would not hate an offending Brother in his Heart; 
e would nor that Sin ſhould reſt upon him. He would pity; and 
Wray for him; And then ſhould he nor Admoniſh him, where there 
hope and opportunity of contributing that way towards his Recoye- 
Love would be for removing Stumbling- blocks out of others way? 
lor preventing others falling; as it would beglad to contribute toward | 
he raiſing of ſuch as ace fallen. Then ſhall it do nothing towards 
he preventing of ones tumbling, and falling upon others ? Sure, it 
s, 2 good preſervative to keep one from taking Offence to his owii 
ur, 1 | 
Before I come to the Uſe and Improvement of the Doctrint, there is 
Wn Queſtion, or Two to be anſwered 3 
Queſt. 1. Whether is it poſſible for one to live here free from all Scans 
al, both given, and taken. | 33 
4rſ. Tho it is a thing to be greatly bewailed, chat Scandals do {6 
ften fall out; Scandal given, and Scandal taken, and both culpable: 
ind that not only by ſuch as make an outward Profeffion, and tis to 
e feared, go no further; but even by ſuch, as it may be hoped, have a 
ood Principle within, and are right in the Main, who miſcarry ftow 
emainders of Corruption in them, for want of due Circutmnſpection; 
nd Conſideration, &c. when yet Sin hath not domiriiori over 
hem: Yer there is u impoſſibility in the thing; but a Chriſtian witli 
ue care, by the help of Divine Grace, might avoid, and keep fret 
rom both Kinds of Scandal. 5 3 
(1.) As to Scandal given, it was that the Apoſtle prayed for; ori the 
half of the believing Philippians, Phil. 1. 9. 10. Thatſthey might be 
incere, and without Offence till the Day of Chriſt; PT they were__ 
ot abſolutely free from Sin here, yet they might be free from Scandalz. 
giving Offence, or occaſion of _—_ others. And bleſſed be God, 


4 — 
- 


thefs 


— 


— — - — — & = 


10 The Evil and Remedy of Scandal. 
there have been, and there are many, whoſe lives have been free fron 
any matter of groſs Scandal. The moſt quick-fighred of their Ene 
mies, and Obſervers, have nor been able to lay to their Charge, am 
foul Miſcarriage ; but only ſuch failings and Infirmities, as the holiek 
and beſt Men upon Earth have been, and are ſubject unto; and thel, 
nat allowed, not indulged ; but upon occaſion freely confeſſed, ſeriouſl 
| bewailed, heartily prayed againſt; Upon which account they cannolif 

properly. be ſaid to give occaſion to others to indulge Sin in themſelves ; tt 
Sin preſumptuouſly, deliberately, and wilfully. And what may we 

think of Job's Converſation > Was not his Life free from Scandal, ac 
cording to the Divine Teſtimony given of him, Feb 1. 8. So Daniel 
his Enemies deſpaired of finding any occaſion againſt him, except ce 
cerning the Law of his God, Dan. 6. 4, 5. So Aachary and Elizabeth 
Luke 1. 8. They were both Righteow before God, walking in all the Com 
 mandments and Ordinances of the Lord, blameleſs. And ſee, 1 The 
2. 10, Le are Wirneſſes, and God alſo, how holily, and juſtly, an 
unblameably we behaved our ſclves among you that believe, 
 (2.) Though there are many that have made a Profeſſion, give Scan 
dal; ſome by falling off from the Truth into pernicious Ways of error 
and others to profaneneſs and a courſe of looſe Living; yet ordinari 
ſound, ſerious, and experienced Chriftians, hold on their Way, and 
are not Scandalixed, ſo as to forſake the goed and the righr Way, Faith 
ful Elijah would ſtill cleave to the Lord, even when he ſcemed to be 
left alone: But at that time the Lord had reſerved ro bimſelf 5. 
ven Thouſand. Men who had not bowed the Knee to Baal, Rom. 11.4 
However others are warping and turning aſide into crooked Ways; 
yet ſuch as are well-grounded, and upright in the Way, are ordinaril 
ſeen to hold on, and not to ſtumble at the falls of others. 

Queſt, 2. But how is ir true of every one that loves God's Law, that 
there is no Scandal, no Stumbling-block to ſuch? David had a great 
_—_ God's Law, (as he profeſlerh in this Pſalm;) and yer he f 

4575 We are not to underſtand the Text fo, as if all ſuch were ab 
lutely free from Scandal, but comparatively they are ordinarily more fre 
than others; not ſo apt to give, or take offence as otber. And the mon 
that they walk in the Light of God's Law, and the more arde! 
and conſtant their Love is to it; the ſafer they are from the Si 
and danger of Scandal. 

Or, though they that love God's Law through remaining Corrupn 
on, and a ſore puſh of Temptation, ſpmerimes ſtumble and fall; ye 
not ſo commonly, nor ſo dangerouſly as others. Tho David when bt 
fell ſo foully, paid dear for it: It. brake bu Peace; He could not bu 
complain of broken Bones: Yet he recovered of his Fall; The falls 
ſuch as love God's Law, are not fo miſchievous and deadly to then 
And tho ſomerimes ſuch are ſcandali ed, and their feet are ſlipping, qe 
not ſo as to Apoſtatize from God and his Ways, to their utter Rui 
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The Foil and Remedy of Scandal. = ä 
Uſe 1. For Caution, Chriſtians, let us take heed both of gi⸗ 
ing Offence, or Scandal, take heed of being Srimbling- block to others, 
and alſo of being ſcandatized of ſtumbling at others. 
(1.) Let the love of God's Law, the love of Religion, make us very 


Fcautious, that we lay no ſtumbling-block in others way; chat we be not 


zuilty of active Scandal, Here I would offer ſomething, firſt by way 
of Motive, 2dly, by way of Direction. „ 
By way of Motive. (f.) There is an expteſs prohibition againſt 
giving Offence to others, 1 Cor. 10. 32. Give none Offence, neither to the 
Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the Church of God. Walk fo fene 


. as aot to give occaſion of ſtumbling, by doi W Ha- 
ih, either to thoſe without, or within the Chapel. Do g unte. 


[arily, rending to other Souls hurt. 3 7 
2.) To give Offence and Scandal to others, is guing eroſt to the ehoiceſt 
nd beſt Examples, Tis not following Chriſt's Example, as Chriſtians 


ght to do; to prevent Scandal, he willingly receded from hi Right and 


?:;vilege: He being the Sen of the univerſal King, the Lord and Heir of 
5 i f { 12 ect, righrfully de- 
and Tribute from him? Notwithſtanding, ſaid he, Marth. 17. 27. 
ſt we ſhould offend them, go—_He would not give them occaſion to 
hink, or ſpeakill of him; he would prejudice not them againſt his Per- 


Won or Doctrine: Tho? indeed, when the Phariſees were ready to take - 


Offence at his Doctrine, where none was given, there was no cauſe 
ir bis concealins wholeſome, and neceſſary Truth, for their raking diſ- 
taſte, who were more for their vain Traditions, See Matth. 15. 12, 
14. The Apoſtle Paul's great care, (as a follower of Chriſt) was not to 
ive O Fence in any thing; to prejudic2 others againſt the Goſpel, to 


Woccaſfion others ro ſtumble and fall, 2 Cor. 6. 3. and 1 Cor. 8, 13. F 


eat make my Brother to offend, (ſays he) I will eat no Fleſh while the 
Mild tandeth, leſt I make my Brother to offend. Herein he was a fol- 
ower of Chriſt ; he was not for pleaſing himſelf, but others, for their 
good to Edi fication. For even Chrift pleaſed not himſelf, Rom. 15.1, 2, 3. 
(3.) Ought nor Chriſtians ro do what in them lierh; to prevent Scan- 
dal, or to remove Stumbling-blocks out of others way, ſa far as they 
an? Then how ill done of us is it, if we ourſelves are giving Scan- 
dal, are laying any ſtumbling- block before others? 
(4.) To love their, and others Souls eſpecially, is a great duty, where» 
unto the Law of Nature, and Chriſt's Evangelical Law, both do oblige 
us. To lay Snares, or Stumbling-blocks in others way, whereby they - 
re in danger of falling into Sin, to their Souls ruin, or hurt at leaſt; 
To do that which tendeth to harden the Hearts of Sinners, or ro 


wound weak Conſciences, is not to love them. Be it bur by an unſeaſon- 
le uſe of our Liberty, to draw others to the practice of that which is fin 
4% chem, is a great wrong to them, and uncharitableneſs with a Witz 


neſs, 1 Cor. 8. 11, | 
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ouls? 
. 


cutting off, and caſting away thoſe Things that offend, how dear ſoeve 


uſe to preſerve Chriſtians from giving Scandal. 
ſee your way clear, that you may be able to diſtinguiſh betwixt Trot 
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, (5) 3 r — ochers * Conſciences is 2 on] 1 
an to at is finning againſt Chriſt, 1 Cor. 8. 12. ſhall thiYilc 
weak Brother periſh, (through our Means) for whom Chriſt died. Romer 
14. 15, Deſtroy not him with thy Meat, for whom Chriſt died. Shall vo. 
make ſo light of che Salvation of Souls, which could nor be purchaſeQbat 
but by the moſt precious Blood of Chriſt? And ſhall we do that, whidlfſoo 


tendeth to rob Chriſt of any Souls, that are bs by Right, (who is Lorie 


of all?) Is not this a great Wrong to Chriſt Þ And is ir not a great finſfin 
any way to oppoſe bis Intereſt, and to obſtru his great Work of ſavingſſib 
uls? How ks ofite is that to ſerving the Lord Chriſt, 
Giving is a ſerving our grand Adverſary, the Devil. A 
82 his great Work and Deſign, which is tempting to fin, and 
O to ruin them. And how fad is it, when Chriſtians inſtead of ſerv, 
ing, and following Chriſt; endegvouring what in them lieth, to pre 
mate the Salvation of orhers, to be inſtrumental (under Chriſt) in ſa 
ving Souls from Death, (as Jam. 5. 19, 20.) How ſad, when ſuch (thoug| 
they do not intend it) are any way ſerving Satan, tempting others tt 
fin, which is not the way to fave them from Death. 41 
(9.) If we care not tho we give Scandal to others, would not tha 
ſhew, we have little (if any) care of our own Soul ? Thus, Alas! C 
fin becomes double. Are we not partakers of other Men's Sins, who an 
ſcandalized by us? What, have we not fin enough of our own, but we 
muſt partake with others in their Sins? Should we not tremble wi 
tbink of being called to account for the fins that others have fallen in 
to; having been miſled, encouraged by our Example? If others pe- 
Tiſh by our Means, can we ſay, that we are clear from the Blood of ſuch 
(8.) Apd ſhould nor that wo, Chriſt hath denounced againſt ſuch 
as give Offence, be as a Flaming Sword, to deter us from ſuch a courſe 
or practice? Tis miſchievous to thoſe that take Offence, Matth. 10 
7. Wo unto the World becauſe of Offences, And no leſs miſchievous u 
ſuch as give Offence : As it follows there, But wo to that Man by whe 
the Offence cometh, To pt a Stumbling-block before the blind, was: 
wicked a Thing, as to male the blind to wander out of the Way, whi 
was enough to lay one under a Curſes. Compare Lev. 19. 14. wit 
Deut. 27. 18. Eternal wo and miſery is included in what Chi 
threatneth unto thoſe by whom Offences come, without Repentance, an 


they have been to one before. As it follows, Matth. 18. 8, 9. Wot 
that Man by whom the Offence cometh. Wherefore if thy Hand, or f 
Foot offend thee, cut them off, and caſt them from thee: It M- better for ti 
zo enter into Life halt or maimed, rather than (with thoſe offendinf 
Members) to be caſt into everlaſt ing Fire, | 4 

I come next to Jay down ſome Rules, Directions, that may be 0 


(1.) Ger a ſound Judgment, and Conſcience rightly informed, & 


The Evil au Remetly of $candat. 13 
onlnd Error, betwixt Good and Evil: Yea, that-you may be able to 
ll thiſcern not only Things evil in Themſelves, but alſo Things evil by Acci- 
Rom leut, ro avoid them. How Mulritudes are there, that offend 
ll weſbod, and give offence to , through ignorance, not knowing 
naſeFhar they do evil? And many are under a; great miſtake, accounting 
rhiclome things matters of Chriſtian Liberty, which under ſuch Circumſtances 
Lordire matters of Scandal. Things lawful in themſelves, are not at all 
at ſullimes Expedient, 1 Cor. 10. 23. and chap. 8. 9. We are not to uſe our 
wing berty, when it would be a fumbling- block to them that are weak z 
at is an ocoaſion of ſin to them: That were not to walk charitably. 
is an abuſe of our Liberty, to uſe it contrary to the Goſpel rule, to 
e hurt of weak Brethren. | 3 
Zut you may aſk what is to be done, when there is no avoiding of- 

nce, whether we uſe our Liberty, or uſe it not? As Perſons of con- 
rary Minds, will be apt to take Offence both Ways. OT Hot 
ll 4”. Yer I ſuppoſe, let the caſe be rightly examined, and it will be 
Wound, that the Offence given, is to the weak, who by our un- 
:2ſonable uſe of our Liberty, of which they are not ſo well ſatisfied, 
e in danger of ſtumbling at our Practice. And both Chriſtian Prudence 
d Charsty, would dictate to us, that it is good, that we lay not a 


- — ̃ 


oa umbling- block before them. And then, if others take offence at our 
n ondeſcending to the weakneſs of ſuch, (which is according to Scrip- 
le u ure rule) they unjuſtly take offence: And for any to take offence. at 
n in- N walking Charitably towards our weak Brethren, that they muſt ac- 


punt for. We need not fear being called to account for others 
fence unjuſtly taken. 


e more we ſhall fear giving Scandal. The more lively and ſtrong 
ur love is, the greater will be our care to walk in all the Command- 


is ul ents of the Lord, blameleſs. So we ſhall be more concern'd for the 
v lory of God, for the Honour and Intereſt of Chriſt. Theſe will ly 
as n near our Hearts, Jr will be a great grief to us, when others 


ake light of tranſgreſſing God's holy Laws, when any profeſling 
briſtianiry do blemiſh their Profeſſion, and cauſe the Name of the 
ord to be blaſphemed, when any by giving Scandal, do cauſe the 
ay of truth to be evil-ſpoken of. Then how cutting to our Hearts 
ould it be, ſhould we fall into Scandal? 1292 
3.) Let it be our great care to walk in the fear of God. That would 
another ſpecial preſervative from Scandal, Neh. 5. 9. It # not good 
tat ye do: Ought ye not to walk in the fear of our God, becauſe of the re- 
in eb of the Heathen our Enemies? Shall not the fear of God keep us 
awe, that we na more wickedly depart from him? While his fear 
before our Eyes, ſhall we not dread caſting bis Law behind our 
| — and ſo caſting reproach on Religion, to the diſhonour of his 
oo «Ne, 


40 Let 


(2.) The more predominant love we have to God, and Jeſus Chriſt, SP 
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ſhould we not, (according to our Capacities) be defirous to prome 
ebe Salvation of others. But then, ſhould we not dread the Thought off. 
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| — Loſts; without mortifying Luſts within, in all likelibood th 
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(4-) Let u ſee that we have a true love to the Souls of others, : 
hearty deſire, that they may be ſaved: How precious were our Soul 
in Chriſt's account, when he ſo willingly laid down his Life for o 
Redemption? And if we have a love to the Souls of others, ſho 
not our Prayer and Hearts deſite be, that they may be ſaved? A 


Nins any ſtumbling- blocks before them, to occaſion their Sin at 
uin. r N | 
(5.) Let us follow Chrift's Counſel and Charge, Marth. 18.8, off 
Wherefore if thy Hand, or thy Foot offend thee, cut them off, and e. 
them from thee. And if thine Eye offend thee, pluck it out, and caft 
From thee. Whatſoever it is thar offendeth us, or cauſeth us to offen 
(as che Word is tranſlated, 1 Cor. 8. 13. and Mczrk 9. 43. in the Mar 
gin) how near, or dear ſoever; how profitable, or pleaſing ſoever i 
way ſeem to us; let us away withit. Thus we muſt do with our dat 


ill break out, will cauſe us ſo to offend, as ro be Offences urito ( 
thers. A Man's ſtrongeſt Temptations are from within. am. 1.1 
ns n tempted, when be n drawn away of his own Liſt « 
enticed. 

(6.) Get a tender Conſcience, and keep Conſcience tender, not toi 
low of the leaſt Sin. Tis good to fear thoſe Things, that have ty 
appearance of Evil; that we have cauſe to ſuſpe are ſinful, or that 
have found occaſions of Sin. Not to be like the Scribe and Phariſe 
who ſtrained at a Gnat, and ſwallowed a Camel, (March. 23. 24 
But when from a truly tender Conſcience, you date not allow of ti 
leaſt known Sin; there is great hope, you will be far from allowing 
or giving up your ſelves ro the Commiſſion of groſs, appate 


(7.) Look to your Hearts, that they be ſincere and upright, Phi 
1. 10. That ye may be Sincere, and without Offence. But as the 0; 
are moſt ſubje to ſtumble, ſo it may be expected, that Souls that 
not ſound, or upright, will be halting and ſtumbling in their Cou 
Let ir be our conſtant care, ſtudy, and endeavour. to walk u "i 
ly, raking God's holy Word for our Rule, and ſetting his Glory beto 
us, as our chief Scope and End; ſo we might be == in the Wa 
and Examples to help others on in an holy Courſe ; not ftumblny 
blacks to others. But tis no wonder, if they whoſe Hearts are not 
right, are turning aſide into crooked Ways. Ordinarily they are f 
m giving Scandal, whoſe Hearts are freeft from the mixture 
baſe, corrupt Ends, and in whom there is no allowed Gaile; /i 
& in Simplicity, and godly Sincerity, not with fl:ſhly "Wiſdom, | 
by the Grace of God, have their Converſation in the World, 
(8.) Take heed of Security, and ſelf Confidence, We are leaft ſi 
when moſt ſecure, David's ſecurity betray'd him to the Tempt 


* 


xd made way for his lamenrable, ſhameful Fall. Peter's. ſelf-confs- 
. *'$-nce failed him quite in the Hour of Temptation. He was left to 
"on 
0 


A 


25 in himſelf; and to teach us not to be high-minded, but always 
> fear. A preſumptuous Confidence of their own ftanding, bath 
en the fall of many, of whom better Things were hoped. 

9. Let a fear ar; falling keep us conſtantly on our Watch. Leg 
m that thinketh he ſtandeth, take beed leſt he fall, 1 Cor. 10. 12. Prov. 
$. 14. Happy n the Man that feareth alway. That is jealous of his 
un Heart, and chat feareth being circumvented, ſurprized wich 
Jemptations; and that at all Times, in all Places, Compani 


ndeth, is certainly in danger of falling. & 
Io.) Watching here is not enough, but there muſt be earneſt Pray» 
Mareb. 26. 41. Watch and Pr that ye enter not into Temptation, 

e have all need to pray, that God would keep us from falling. As 
ePlalmift, Pſalm 17. 5. Hold up my goings in thy Paths, that my Foot» 
„ ſlip not, The beſt upon Earth have need by Faith and Prayer, 
Fake hold of the Lord, to be held up by him. Pſal. 5.8. Lead me, 
Lord, in thy Righteouſneſs, becauſe of mine Enemies, (or Obſervers, 
it watch for my halting ,) Make thy Way Rraighe (or plain, and 


Mr. Pool in his Annotations. 3 

(11) Another Direction, upon which if I enlarge, is there not a 
wſe? Let the commonneſs of Scandals, Stumbling-blocks, with rhe 
and woful Effects thereof, be matter of deep Mourning to us, be 
r 4 Lamentation, While we cannot bur mourn for the ſame, ſhall 
We nor fear increaſing ſo great Evils and Miſchiefs? The mourners in 
SW&ruſalem, who did ſigh and cry for the Abominations thereof, were 
pt from the Contagion of her Corruptions, as well as exempred from 
e exemplary Puniſhment that came upon others: See Exeł. 9. 4 with 
45. 11. 16, &c. The Corinthians that ſorrowed after a godly Sort, for that 
eat Scandal among them; what carefulneſ it wrought in them, and 
vat clearing themſelves? &c. That they approved themſelves to be 
ar in that matter, 2 Cor. 7.11. And what cauſe of Mourning at 


ion, becauſe of Offences. | > 2M 
„.) Offences, Stumbling-blocks by great Ones, whoſe Examples have 
Fnighry influence among many. Says the Prophet Feremiab, chap. 
. Iwill get me unto the great Men, but theſe have altogether bro- 
the Toke, and burſt the Bonds; Great Men are leading Men, ma- 
ready to follow them. When they are Stumbling-blocks, they are 
at Stumbling-blocks. | | 
(2.) Offences by falſe Teachers, or blind Guides. How ſad is it, 
en the leaders of a People cauſe them to err? As the Prophet 1/aiab 
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mſelf, to confure his ſelf-confidence, to let him ſee how weak be 


panies. 
itbout great Caution, Watchfulneſs, and Circumſpection, he that 


Footh) before my face (that I may walk without tumbling, oroffence) 


Day, upon account of Scandals? Wo to this Land, to this Gene- 


com- 


- — 2 — — ———  ——— . 2 —  _ ĩð 


ged to ſhew unto Men the Way to Salvation, and to go before them 
an holy Example: How ſad, when any 
rupt Doctrine, taint Men's Judgments, and miſlead them into dang: 


, Mal, 2. 8. Te are 


2 | ; 1. 30 
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15 Tie Be ed Renidyof Mende, 
complained, chap. 9: 16. Sad indeed, when ſuch as take upon the 
to be Spiritual Guides, areStumbling-blocks, Matth. 15. 14. If the bln 
lead the blind, both ſhall fall into the Ditch. The falſe Prophet is a un 


of a Fowler, in all bu Ways, Hoſ. 9. 8. How ſad, when any th 
take on them the Office of the Miniſtry ; who by their Office are obj 


ſuch ſhall either, I» By co 


rous Errors. Or, 2. By a Malignant miſrepreſeutation of the Why 
Holineſs, ſhall ſeek to prejudice their  hearers Minds, and turn thei; 
Hearts againſt it. Or, 3. By preaching ſmooth Things, (hall ſtrength 
the Hands of the Wicked, that he ſhould nor — bis wicks 
way, by promiſing him Life. Or, 4. By a viciow Courſe of Life, ſul 
encourage others ro be vicious. That was an heavy charge brough 
in againſt the falſe Prophets. Fer. 23. 15. From the Prophets of ger | 
lem, # profaneneſs gone forth into all the Land. So againſt the Prieſi 
rted out of the Way, ye have cauſed many to f 
Be at the Law. tis ſad, when a Shepherd infecteth the Flack, Wo t 
the treacherous, unfairhful, or bliad Guide, that leadeth others of 
of the Way. And wo to thoſe poor Souls, who ate led by fuck 
one. * 
(3) Offences by the common Multitude. Alas! Do not the mo 
take ſad Ways? And how many, that fear no Colours, while the. 
can ſay, they do as the moſt do? Following a Multitude in Evil, is fc 
towing the courſe of this World. Bur ſurely, the more common Si 
is, the greater cauſe there is of Mourning, and Humiliation, Tha 
profane Swearing, Whoredom, Drunkenneſs, &c. are ſo common 
this emboldens many in ſuch wicked Practices. _—_— 
(4.) Offences, Scandals by Profeſſort. Oh what cauſe of Mournin 
upon this account? May it not be feared, that Religion ſuſfereth m 
by the falls of Profeſſors, than by the fury of Perſecutors? Some have het 
gained to a love of the Truth, and true Religion; to an hearty embra 
ing and owning of it, by the gracious carriage of God's fairhful Sa 
and Servants, under their Sufferings; by their Faith and Patience, a 
ſuffering with joyfulneſs. When many have been harden d in ani 
pinion of Religion, have grown in a greater averſation from it, by 
ſcandalous Practices of ſome, that had appear d Zealous for it. 
how ſad, when wicked Ones are comforted by ſuch, are more encourage 
in their evil Ways As to ſee Profeſſors addicted to finfal Pleafſurt a 
and Paſtimes, Gaming, Tipling, Drinking, Sc. As if inſtead of f., 


deavouring to to bring the World up to Religion, they were rather M 


bringing Religion downto the Courſe and Manners of the World. 
Take all together, and how. many Scandal-givers are there? 

And 2 how many Seandal-takers > Whoſe caſe alſo calls ro Mo 

ing. , SIE | 


ie - 7; Some are rempted even to Atheiſm itſelf. e 
2. Others rempted to Popery, and other groſs, pernicious Errors: 
ſua 3. Others upon the miſcarriages of ſome particular Miniſter, or 
ul Miniſters, are tempted and brought to a contempt of the very Office 
ok the Miniſt x. | ho 4 | 
4. Some upon the miſcatriage of this, or that particular Profeſſor, 
come to have hard Thoughts of all; even of the ſoundeſt, ſtricteſt, 
and moſt conſcientious. Some ready to cenſure the beſt Chriſtians, - 
| 4 — better than Hy pocrites. And ſo prejudiced againſt Religion 
N e jt ** , "I g - 
A By theſe fewglnſtan#s we may, perceive what lamentable Wark Of- 


icke fences both given and taken, do make in the World. Now the deep= _ ; 


Wer Senſe, and Reſentment we have of the great evil of Scandals ; rhe 
Wore hope chere is, that we ſhall make ir our care to ſhun, and avoid 


them · | g * h | 
W. (12.) The laſt Direction. Be well aware what Scandals, Stum- 
bling-blocks are common in theſe evil Times, we are fallen inro, and 
be very watchful againſt the ſame: The ninth Direction for warch- 
Wulneſs was more General; now I would here deſcend ro Particulars, if 
he Lord would help me to ſpeak more home. Where we ſee others fall 


(i.) Take heed of countenancing, keeping Company with, and 
mitating profane Scoffers. Such as ridicule Religion, and religious Ex- 
ciſes, and make ſport with the Holy Scriptures, with the Articlesof 
te Chriſtian Faith, the Bleſſed Trinity, the Deity, and Sati faction of 


duch as ro whom thoſe great and weighry Truths are but as idle Tales: 
ad ſuch as make a Mock at religious Faſting and Humiliarion, and 
- Wraying by the Spirit, G. come not near the Tents of ſuch Heaven-dares, 
ng wretches. "4% | EN * 
(2.) Take heed of ſuch Immoralities, as many of rhe Heathens 
ould deteſt. What rn Scandal is it, to have fellowſhip with the 
orkers of Iniquity in the palpable Deeds of darkneſs. | x 
(3.) Take not up with a. vain Religion, that reſteth in meer Noti= 
dns, and Opinions; or in ſome formal Devotions, or meer Superſti- 
jon. A dead Religion, which will not profit them that are occupied 


Verein. 


TY (5.) Let 


—ͤ—ñ—ÿ4w 24 


ore our Eyes, ſhould we not take warning by their Falls? Then, 23 


Fur Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and his coming to Judgment, Ge. 
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eth not, judge bim that eateth. Here it may be queried, whether to in 


— — —— 


A 


: ) Ler none be for urgin their Bret hren unto Things not neceſſar Ay 
ee at beſt ; but in the accoumt of ſome of their Brathyen Ire mn 
forful._ In the Canons of 1640. in the Reign of King Charles the firſt I cor 


when Bowing towards the Altar was propoſed, yer it was not impoſed, buff Gc 
left to a Liberty, according to that Rule of Charity, Rom. 14. 3. Leſl ch. 


nat him that eateth, deſpiſe him that eateth not, and let not him which eat 


ſe things not neceſſary, but in the Opinion of ſome not wars 
be not to lay a ſtumbling-block before them, who are nor farisfied, 
that they are indifferent, or Jawful ? Suppoſe it to be their Weaknek, 
not to ſee the warrantableneſs of rhe Things impoſed; yet how can 
they conform in ſuch caſe without Sin, while they are not fuly perſwaded 
in their own Mind, that the rhings are indifferent, or lawful? See 
Rom. 14.5, 23. 23 5 j 7 
(6.) Tho' we are ſometimes to part with our own Right, and to far 
bear the uſe of our Liberty.; that we may not occaſion others to Sin, 
and thus be injurious to their Souls; yer we myſt take beed of omits 
ting our Duty under ſuch a pretence, that ſome would make that aq 
occaſion of their Sin. As we may not do evil that good may come; ſo 
neither may we caſt off the Thing that is good, neglect our Duty, to 
prevent ſome ill uſe others would make of it. Daniel would pray, 
and give Thanks before his God, as he did afore time, (Dan. 6, 10.) 
tho' his Enemies were ready to watch him, and to inform againſt him, 
which they did, and it was wickedly done of them. Some take Of 1+ 
fence at the Word preach d: Some come to it, only to carp and cavihW i; 
ſome are ſinfully prejudic'd againſt faithful Miniſters, when they ben fer 
their unſound Opinions laid open, and refuted, they take OffenceM:;, 
when they are told the Truth; and ſome have their Choler moved, vj 
and are full of Indignarion, when their Sins are laid open in their 4 
Colours; yet God's Miniſters muſt faithfully diſpenſe his Word, tho 
it be an cccaſion of increafing, and aggravating. the Sins of many gi 


Whoſoever they arc, that take Offence at a Miniſter, or Chriſtian: 
doing his Duty, tis unjuſt, and they are blame worthy, who rake On 
fence at one that is in the Way of his Duty. But let Miniſters, ani 
Chriſtians both, fear really giving Offence to others, fear occafioningMl V 
others to ſtumble and fall into Sin, by their declining their Duty. ur 
(7.) And as you would not Stumble, and give Scandal, and Offence fe: 
ta others, rake heed of interfering in your Courſe and Practice. Here # 
my Thoughts are upon that Text, Prov. 4. 12. ven thou goeſt (that ca 
is, in right paths) thy ſteps ſhall not be ſtraitned, When a wan = ſonar R 
row, that as one walks or runs, he j /triking one Foot againſt the other; fe: 
tis no ſtrange thing if he ſtumbles and falls, Let it be our care to walk be 
evenly, in a courſe of Uniform Obedience, that our Ste ps be nat ſtrail-· I ti; 
ned, that there be no interfering. But for any to ſeem to have a reſpeRtÞ : 
to Duties of the firſt Table, with a negleft of ſecond Table Duties, that i C 
of 


interfering. So on the other Hand, for one to ſufſer the Works of bi 
. ; par: 


lam parti 


The Evihand Regt d, "tg 
cefr Callifg, to jutle out the Duties of his general Calling, chat 


ani interfering. $o for any to rake up with reading the Scriprires, and 
ity ome privace Devotion at home, when they ought to be attending on 
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Wicw that halt of that Sore.) 


"Wirizhred, chat they dare not enter on the P 


God's publick Worſhip and Ordinarices, chat is interfering: And he 


char rurheth away his Ear from bearing the Word, cannor expect a 


Bleſſing on his private Exercifes, even his Prayer may be abomĩnati 

on to the Lord, (whoſe Law, and holy Inſtitutions he doth ſo deſpiſe) 
Prov. 28. 9. Yea, ſuppoſe one ſpendeth mire time in reading g 
Books, and religious Exerciſes, than his ourward Circumſtances wo 


— 


admit of, ſo that he neglected the Duty of providing for his Family; 


even fuch à courſe of Practice were inteffering (cho there are very 
(8.) Take heed that you do not ffumble at the Croß. The Crofs 3s 
great Stumbling- block to many. Many boggle ar it. Many axe ſo at- _ 
ofeſſion of Chriſtianity, +- 
And many it knocks off: They dare not hold on. Marth. 13. 21. 
When Tribulation or Perſecution arifeth, they have not courage to 352 
their Ground, to hold faſt the Profeſſion of the Faith; and their 
filling tends to diſcourage others. "027 ö 

It concerns us to get well prepared for Sufferings, even upon this 
account, chat we give no occafion of Offence to others. 

Bur, x. On the one Hand, let Chriſtians take heedof 85 raſbiy 
upon Sufferings, on their own Heads, without a call to ſuffer; that 
were an Offence. Ler nous ſuffer as an Evil. dier, or ds 4 buſiz-body, © 
as raſh, and heady. Died Abner & 4 Fools Chriſtians ſhould not ſuf- 
fer as Fools, but as the Children of Wiſdom. They ſhould not make 
their own Croſſes ; bur take up the Croſs, when there is no avoiding it, 
without declining their Duty, without adventuring 1 8 Sin. Tis 

ear, that we ought to chuſe Suffering rather than Sin. So,, 

2. On the other Hand, Chriſtians ſhould take heed of ſhrinking, 
flinching, when their Profeſſion comes to be tried. To be offended ar 
the Croſs, that is giving Offence to others, Let nor usby faint-hearted- 
neſs in Chriſt's cauſe, cauſe others Hearts to faint. 1 

3. And Chriſtians ſhould glorifie God in and under their Sufferinge, 
We ſhonld fear diſhonouring God, diſcrediting our Profeſſion by an 
unſuitabte carriage under the Crofs ; leaft that way we prove an Ok⸗ 
fence, a Stumbling-block to others. We ſhould ſee that we ſuffer as Chri- 
tian, both as to the cauſe and the manner of our Suffering. As to the 
cauſe ef our Suffering ; that it is for Cbriſt ſake, for the Goſpel ſake, for 
Righteouſneſs ſake, that we ſuffer. And as to the manner of our Suf- 
fering, that we be Patient in Tribulation, 1 Per. 2. 20. yea, it woulc 
become us, when we ſuffer in ſo good a Cauſe, to bejoyful in Tribula> 
tion. Rejoicing, if we may be counted worthy to ſuffer for Chrilt, 
1 Pet. 4. 16., Many in Times of Perſecution, ſeeing how undaunted 
Chriſtians were under their ſharpeſt Sufferings, have been convinced 
of ſomething more tban erdinaiy in _ Chriſtian Religion, and have 
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meaning is not, that you ſhould nor be grieved, and diſpleaſed at fir 


20. The Evil and Remedy of Scandal. 
to enquire after Chriſt, and to embrace and accept of him, wir: 
his Crofs Bat if his followers appear dejected, and diſpondent undafþgai 
the Croſs, were not that the way to fright others from him, rather tha ch. 


to invite, and draw them to him? I 5. 
Thus far Thave gone, to prevent Scandals, Offence given. 
In the next place, let us be warned and watchful, that we take 
Offence. Let us ſtand upon our Guard, when Offences come, to prejſſed : 
vent their making any il Impreſſion on us. Let it be our care, chat u 
be not ſcandalizedt. | 7% © 
I would nor that you ſhould miſtake me, When I am warning youſou! 
againſt the fin of taking Offence, upon others giving Offence ; ene 
where you ſee ir. *Tis our Duty (wiczou doubt) to mourn, not on 
for our own Sins, but alſo the Sins of others. We have many ap 
proved Examples in holy Writ, of ſuch as were true mourners for otheriWha 


© Sins, And to be offended at others giving Offence, ot Scandal is goodWanc 


And where is our love to God, or Zeal for God, and againſt Sin; i 
that which is ſuch an Offence againſt God, and ſodiſpleafing to Him re 
be not diſpleaſing to us? (2 Cor. 12.21.) 8 
But to take Offence, to be Scandalized, or offended, as it is ſinfi 
and prejudicial Souls, is quite another Thing. | 
Offence taken, as contra diſtinct from Offence given, is a taking occaj 
on from what one ſees or hears ſcandalow in others, (or reputes to be ſaWan 
for there is Offence taken, ſometimes when no Offence or Scandal wa 
really given: But (as J ſaid) it is a taking occaſion) to be offended at Chnit qq 
(Matth. 11. 6. and chap. 13. 57.) or offended at the Truth, at the Pro: 
feſſion, or Practice of Chriſtianity, (Matth. 13. 21.) orto be hinderd 
From, or in ones duty, to be weaken d, and diſcouraged from owning 
that which is right, (Match, 26.31.) or to be drawn into Error, or Sm 
in Practice, (Rom. 14. 21.2 Cor. 11. 29.) or to be harden'd in Sin, or to 
| 1 1 ſuch an height, as to turn Apoſtates and Perſecuton . 
, ora I a 39 
Ibis taking Offence, or being Scandalized may be diſtinguiſhed. 
(1.) From the different Principle whence it ariſeth. So raking Of 
fence is either from ſuch Weakneſs and Infirmity, as may ſtand with 
Sincerity, and uprightneſs in the main. And the beſt upon Earth are 
ſhort of perfection both in Grace and Knowledge. Or there is takin 
Offence from a far worſe Principle, even from the predominancy 
Corruption, and an unſound and wicked Heart, When the former ta 
Offence, tis beſides their Purpoſe. But as to the latter, their taking Oi: o 
fence is Fudied and wilful: And many times they are glad of any occa- 
fon they can meet with. The former as the Diſciples, Marek. 26. 31. 
Offended, upon a ſudden ſurprize.' The latter, as the Phariſees, Matth. 
15. 12. upon arooted prejudice againſt Chriſt, his Doctrine, and Works. 
(2.) From the different Degree, and extent of che Offence taken. 
Some are ſcandaliged only ſo far, as to fall into ſome particular jos of Wi! 


4 


De Evil and Remedy of Scandal. * on 
Error. Like Barnabas, Gal. 2. 13. Like ſlipping with one Foor: Some 
gain are fo ſcandalized, as to fall from a Chriſtian courſe : Like Dema, 
who (at leaft for. a time) fell off to embrace this preſent World. 
Stumbling, and falling down right. 7 12, ob 
(3.) From the diffaing Event and Iſſue following. Some are ſean- 
lalix d and fall, who yet riſe again by Repentance. As Peter was offend- 
refed at Chriſt's being apprehended and proſecuted as a Criminal: He 
ell, and chat ſo foully, as to deny his Lord and Mafter; yer he quick- 
bethought himſelf; repented, and wept bitrerly ; and ſoon after was 
Wound preaching Chriſt boldly and zealouſly. Some again are ſo of- 
ended, that they fall off quite: They fall fo, as to riſe no more. 
Like thoſe, Fohn 6. 66. From that time many went back, and walked no 
ore with him? 


Now againſt taking Offence, (for the preve 


* 


| ing, or remedying af 
verhar great Evil) take a few awakning, and moving Conſiderations, 

ad then ſome Directions. | J 

Fit, It may be of good uſe to lay the following Conſiderations be- 
re you. | | 2 

(1.) Confider whether Mens taking Offence be not generaly from 4 

ud Cauſe and Principle. As, 
(I.) They that are wont to put the hardeſ# Cenſtruction upon others 
rds and Act ions; they that are fot taking Things in the worſt Senſe, 
annot be thought to love their Nezghbour, or Brother as Themſelves; or 
Wo walk by that golden Rule, whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould to 
you, do ye even ſo to them. Does not ſuch raking Offence bewray 
eat uncharitableneſi, and want of love to their Brother. 

(2.) Many that are very forward to take notice of what they can 
e amiſs in others, and to paſs ſevere Cenſures on others, would do 
etter to look more at home, to ſee what is amiſs in themſelves, to 
alt the firſt ſtone at themſelves. There may be too good 4 Conceit of 
bemſelves, and a Spirit of Pride, that oft puts Men upon judging, and 
enſuring others; which the Apoſtle Fames forbiddeth, chap. 3. 1. My 
brethren, be not many Maſters. ; 

(3.) And ſomerimes a Spirit of Envy puts Men forward to ſpeak evil 
others, whom they would have ill rhought of; towards whom 


an hey have an evil Eye, An envious Spirit is certainly an evil Spirit. 
king (4.) And what Hypocrifie is there, where any are very forward to 


peak of, and ſpread abroad others faults, in hopes that they may be better 
beuge of ; or that their own faults might have ſome cover; or leſs 
Iotice may be takenof them. 2 
cca-M (5.) But what a Spirit of Malignity againſt God and Godlineſ, againſt 
31. Füriſt and Chriſtianity appears in thoſe, that take occaſion from the 
urch. Ws of Profeſſors to let fly againſt Religion, and Godlineſs itſelf ? Saying, 
rs. Nee are your godly People; and thy # their Religion: As if Religion was 
cen. be blamed for the faults of thoſe that croſs its holy Rules. Shall 
, or iy dare to ſay, that the holy God is in fault, when Men break his 
535350 R Righteous 
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| Righteous Laws? Or that the Holy Jeſus is in 
are called Chriſtians, walk not as 


Sinners, that appear harden d in Wickedneſt. 12 
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off from Suffering, which was neceſſary in order to our Redemption 


_ ing his Example, 64. 2. 12,13. We are not to follow fach, as woll 


Sin of ſuch proves greater, and more deadly miſchievous, than tt 


Repontance; ſo chat their Iniquity is not their ruin. Whereas che b 


22+ The Evil «nd Remedy of Scendil. 
when any ; yo! 
meth the 5 of Ch i n 
Such as loudly e: claim againſt any ſcandalous Offeace of a Proſeſ¶ Pod 
do not therein ſhew their indignation againſt Sin; but rather bewedfſer, 
their enmity againft God and Chriſt, and Religion; if they tan eu bei: 
bear with, or paſ by greater Enormities of the vileſt, and moſt obſtingy 


(6.) And what a diabolical Spirit poſſeſſeth ſach as tejoive and 1 
Pl-:ſure in the Sins of others? While they make themſelves ſport at i Miſ 
Lamenrable falls of others, they are without Senſe, that this is ati one 
offence in an high degree. Such little think what hurt they receive, and ui 
miſchievous their rejoicing in iniquity is like to prove to their Sou 
unlefs they come truly to repent, and change their note from Lathen 
ter to Mourning, from Rejoicing to Lamentation. There are ſeverdWrom 
Ways of taking Offence: But it is from no good Cauſe, er PrineipiWurt 
that Men take Offence, which ſhould make ns watchful againſt ir, We v. 

(2.) Look upon the Thing in 5:/elf, and as giving, ſo taking Of 
fence is evil in itſelf. Suppoſe Offence given, that will nor juſtifi 
or excuſe our raking Offence. Tho' ceters paribus, they are mot 
#nexcuſable, who rake Offence where nane is given; yet where Offer 
is given, tis culpable and blame worthy for any to rake Offence ii 
the Senſe we are ſpeaking off. When Peter was giving nce unto 
was laying a Stumbling-block before our Bleſſed Saviour, to take hui t. 


Chriſt was highly diſpleaſed at the Motion; but far from being ſeaxho! 
dalized, Matth. 16. 22, 23. Again, Peter gave Offence, or Scanda 
to Barnabas and others, when he withdrew and ſeparated from thi 
Gentiles. Ir was a fault in him, that by his Example he laid a fna 
before them; yer they were to blame, who took Offencein folle 


lead us out of the right Way, whoſoever they be. Scandalizers( 
not force us to follow them; tho' their Practice is a Snare, and TempiWan 
ration, an occaſion of Sin ro many, But tis our fault, F we car 
burt by their fall. D ſpould make a good uſe of Scandal given. C 
miſcarrying ſhould be a warning to us. And when ſome rejoicear theo k 
ttipping, and ſtumbling, we ſhould rather mourn. e 
[..) As taking Offence is ſinful, ſo tis not a little prejudicial une 
Souls. Though we ſhould not be ſo unhappy, as to be quite tummſfatl 
out: of God's way, out of the Way to Heaven by Scandals given; yt 
when we are ſtumbling upon ſuch occafion, that will be ſome 
arance to ws in the May. But how ſad is the caſe of thoſe, who b 
Scandals are quite rurn'd off from the way of Godlineſs? Thus th he 


Sin of ſome, who had given great Scandal. Some who have give! 
Scandal, yer through God's abundant Grace have been brought to tit 


the 
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thiSher that take Offence, ſo as to be utterly prejudiced againſt trus Religi ? 
tiffþn and Godlineſs, go on in their Sin, and periſh in their ſeats, 4 = 

od, and his holy Ways: Which is, as if, becauſe another hath fate 
4. 3 they care not, though they fall / 4 to break 
7 Wl FH, , 
nal (A.). Conſider that ſtumbling by Offence taken, bath oft ill effect upon 
— This alſo hath a tendency towards others hurt. * 8 
rid beonufe of Scandal boch given and taken is big with 
liſchiefs. A growing, ——— Evil. As Sampſon with his ]fw= 
one flew heaps upon hea e falleth, and gives Offence, and 
chers ſtumble ar him; then others ſtumble at them. Thu Scan- 

ics are propagated. And the ſcandalized become Scandals to others. Now 
Wonfidering. chat paſſive Scandal, or ſtumbling by offence taken, is 
om no good Principle, and is evil in itſelf, and bath ill effects m 
Wurſclves, and on others alſo z is there not great reaſon, that we ſhould - - | 
e very careful ro-ſhun it. | | : | | 
= Take a few Directions to prevent your taking Offence, that you be 
Mot chis way hinder'd in a Chriftian Courſe. 

1.) Bo wel grounded, as to the truth and certainty of the Chriſtian 
Religion. Be well fatisfied, that it is the ſure way to Eternal Life and 
appineſs. So others ſwerving from it, ſhould have no ſuch i#influ- 
Wc: on you, as to work in you a /uſpition, or diſlike of it, or diſaffecti- 

In towards it. Seeing your way clear, you ſhould nor be in that dan- 
er of falling at thoſe ftumbling-blocks, that overthrow the faith of 
hoſe, who are unſettled, to their Soul's ruin. 15 WR 
WM (2.) Get experience of having fellowſhip with the Father, and with 
Wis Son Jeſus Chriſt, (1 John 1. 3.) And labour to grow in ſpiritual 
xperience. If you know by experience what it is to enjoy Commu- 
ion with God in his good Ways; if =_ oft find his Gracious, Quick - 
ing, Comforting Preſence in Holy Duties, in his Ordinances; hom 
krange were it, it you ſhould come to rake Offence, and caſt off Ordi- 
Wances?: If you have taſted that the Lord # Graciow ; how ſtrange, if 
Mer you ſhould cake diſtaſte, and be offended ar him? Tho' Chriſt cru- 
fied was a great ftumbling-black to many; yet after the Apoſtle came 
Wo know Chriſt by cience, and was partaking of the ſaving Fruits 
f his Croſs, he would no more glory in any ching oppoſite unto, or 
eparate from Chriſtand him Crucified, Gal. 6. 14. Would one thar 
lath frequent experience of God's hearing and anſwering Prayer, after 
l, caſt off Prayer? The more that Souls are acquainted with the 
bays of God, (tho' ſon.e cry them down, and lay them aſide, as form: 
o ud beggerly Elements) che more hope that ſuch will keep cloſe ro them. 
s thEflhey would not be offended; whatever Apeſtates do on one Hand, 
1 theſnd Perſecurors on the other, to take them ofl. | — 
ire (3.) Let others Offences, ſtumbling and falling, make you more jea« 
true of your ſelves, and more watchful over your Hearts, and Ways. 
che of hen weſee others fall, as giving or king Offence; it ſhould mind 
theſs of our liableneſs eo milcarry, "TEN (4-) So 


* 


r 


fall. Jer. 31:9. They ſhall come with weeping, and with ſupplicatim wil 
I lead them : I will cauſe them to walk by the Rivers of Waters,” in a ſtraight 
way wherein they ſhall not ſtumble. a . 4 0 | 


you will look on others Example, as a Sea-mark, that you are to fhun 


22 
i 
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Learning, or Piety, can warrant us in any Thing not allowed by God 


dboe to others be Real, in Truth, without Diſſimulation. True love 
will teach, and incline us to take notice of the good, we have any 


eline ws to cover, or leſſen others faults ; rather than to proclaim, and ag 


at others for ſome ſmall difference. In doubtful caſes we are to exer# 


and Complexions. Some have a greater Latitude in their Judgment 1 


th. 

_ 

** 
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(a.) Be earneſt with God in Prayer, that he Wld watch \fye 

you.- O, what need, by Prayer daily to commit our felved/so Tuna 
conduct, and keeping. He keepeth the feet of bu Surnts. ' "Tiggaodiel 
us to put our ſelves into his ks who of our ſelyes are ſd apt 


(5.) Againſt Offences, or taking Offence. by example; get a- ſincem 
love to God's Law, to his Holy Word: That will help you to keep" 
your Eye on bis Word, as your Rule. So you will not befor follow 
ing others, wherein they depart from the Rule. So far as you fin 
they go croſs to this Rule, whether in their Opinions, or Practice I. 


not as a Na- mark, that yog ſhould follow. The falls of eminent 
Saints are recorded in Scripume (as of Noah, Lot, David, &c.) not fe 
our Imitation, but for our Admonition, and Caution. Theſe inforn 
us, that rhe example of the beſt upon Earth, is not in all Things to 
be followed. But we have a more ſure Word of Prophecy, whereunt 

e do well if ye take heed. Pſal. 17. 4. Concerning the Works of Man 
b, the Word of thy Lips, T have kept me fromthe Paths of the deſt roger Wii: 
So long as God's Word is in due Credit, Authority, and ERteenmſſtha 
with us, we ſhall be far from imagining, that the Judgment, 6 
Practice of Men, how great ſoever, or of how great note ſoever f 


Holy Word. | * | | 
(6.) Againſt raking Offence to the rendring of us uncharitable, and 
too raſh, or too ſevere in cenſuring our Brethren ; let us ſee chat out 


ground to hope is in them; and nor only of the evil. So ir will inf 


gravate them. Love would help us to bear one anothers burder 
"Tis not for laying on more load. It would incline us to pity, an 
pray for, and to endeavour the reſtoring of ſuch as are fallen (white 
there is Hope, and Opportunity.) It would not ſuffer us to inſult 6+ 


ver, to trample on them. And it would not allow us to rake Offence 


ciſe forbearance; and not to judge, or deſpiſe our Brethren. Be it fo, 
that they are under ſome leſſer miſtakes; to bear with their Weak 
neſs is more ſuitable to the Law of Love, and that Chriſtian concetd 
which ought to take place amongſt Chriſtians ; than heats and Ani; .; 
moſities abour tolerable differences would be. IE 7 | 
(J.) Make not. your own private Sentiments a ſtandard, or Rule, 
whereby to try and judge other Men. There is a great diverſity it 
Men's capacities and apprehenſions; as a great variety in their Face f 


woe — 


1 
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chan perhaps we have; accounting ſome Things lawful, which we l 
upon as frful: Now though if we do that which we jndge to be ſinn 
ieh ful, we therein 4 againſt our Conſciences; yer we may nottherefore 7 

* conclude, that others aft again, vir Conſciences, in doing that Thing, 
Swho pony may judge the fame to be lawful. - And though they 
hear our Reaſons to the contraty, (and thoſe Reaſons be never ſo val- 
lid.) yet their minds, may be prepoſſeſſed, ſo as not to ſee the Strength 
and validity thereof; upon which account they may ſtill hold rhe 
ce Thing lawful, without deſerving the charge or cenſure of wi/fil Ob- 
linacy. This is a great dividing principhe (with Mr. Feremiah Burrough's 
lrenic. p. 95.) If ochers be againſt hat we conceive to be Truth, 
we may judge them going againſt their own Light, and Conſcience. 
Which (as he ſays) makes Men that differ, zo have exceeding bard . 
boughts of one another. 2 | . + | 

(8.) Abhor that moſt uncharitable, unjuſt cenſure of thoſe, that 
omdemn the Generation of the Righteous, for ſome foul miſcarrying of 414 
his, or that Profeſſor ; as ſome will ſay, They are all alike, So abhor | 
that moſt falſe, and diabolical Sentence of thoſe, that ler fly at Religi- 
on, and caſt reproach upon ir, ſaying, Thx # thei, Religion, Such 

ake Offence with a Witneſs, in a very deſperate manner; ſhewivg 
chemſelves highly prejudiced againſt Religion, and againſt the Gene- 
Intion of the Righteous; as alſo for prejudicing others againſt the 
ſame, ſo far as they can. This Sin of rheirs is of an Hel-black hue, 
nd has a moſt malign Aſpect. Such are wont to watch for the halting of 
any Profeſſor of Religion, that (Satan-like) they might be accuſers 4 the 
brethren. But to condemn the whole Generation for the miſcarriages of 
„one that make a Profeſſion, is againſt Fuſt ice and Equity, as well as againſs 
Charity, Tis granted, that there are, and ever have been Hypocrites = 
In the viſible Church. But uy Dams ſay of God's People, they are 
7 
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ani alike, a pack of difſembling Hypocrites; they ſhall be found Liars. 
ner bere was a Judas even in Chriſt's own Family; but one would think, none 

x ur the Father of lies ſhould have a Face to ſay, They were all Fudaſſes. 
lt muſt further be granted, thar a godly Man hath ſometimes fallen 
ret nto a foul, ſcandalous Sin, Not that ſuch a one liveth in known, groſs 
. Noah was once overtaken, and overcome with Wine; yet not 2 
ak \Vinz-bibber, not a common Drunkard. There is a difference berwixt 


a godly Man falling into Sin, who repenteth of it, and turneth from 
r anda wicked Man, that perſiſts in his Wickedneſs, ſuch a one as 
get h on (till in his Treſpaſſes, Pſal. 68. 21. But how void of common 
ule Penſe, and Reaſon, how abſurd are they, who are ready to fall upon 
io Religion, when any Profeſſar is guilty of any ſcandalous Sin? Our 
Religion 15 far from teaching Men ſo, -Surely, none ſhould blame Reli- 
non for the Scadals given by ſome Profeſſors; but ſuch are to blamed, 
ho are not careful to order their Lives according to its holy Precepts. 
ow they that are for caſting reproach upon Religion, would ſeem 
be for no Religion, would teach Men to caſt off all Religion, andits 
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26 The Evil and Remedy of Scandal. 
| Scandalous, and evil Praxtices (as th: of the Phariſees, and that 


 Papifts, as Mr. Fer. Dyke obſerves, oFcandels, p. 39.) ſuch a Religia 


and ſuchas are known: to be for enticing, and enſnaring athers ; woul 


ſhall be deſtroyed. See what Company the holy Pſalmiſt was for 


; .) You that love God's Law, do what in you lieth to prevent & the 


- — 


turn plain Hebeiſts. As they cannot inform us of any Religion profeſs, 
inthe World; but there are ſome of very bad Practices, that own is. Is 
deed a Religion, that by irs Principles, and Doctrine: * doth a open 2 N 


may juſtly be blamed. not ſo the true Religion. The tue Religi 
PI >ky Fan. 127. You will not blame the Art of — 
foul blots, which a careleſs, or unskilful writer makes. 

09.) Shun the Company of ſuch as are Diſorderly, Looſe-lay 


make others like Themſelves. Prov. 4. 14, 15. Enter not into the Pa 
of the Wicked, and go not in the way of evil Men. Avoid it, pals not 
it, turn from it, and paſi away, There is need to uſe the greateſt Ca 
tion, and reſolution to avoid the Company of ſuch; that you learn n 
their ways, that you get not a ſnare to your Souls. Needleſs aſſociatig 
with them, may be an encouraging, and hardening of them in thei 
evil Courſe. And thus you may be fiambling-blocks, realy Five 0 
Fence to them, may be injurious to their Souls; even when chey / ate 
well endugh {cor gr to have you their 1 in their diſorder] 
Courſe. then are you not in the Way to be drawn in, and 


caught by them? Take heed of touching pitch, if you would not bel. 
deſpiſed. Oh, how many have been ruined to all intens and purpe 


ſes, by being linked in with bad Companions? 4A Companion of Fodl 


Þ/al. 119. 63. I am a Companigs of all them that fear thee : And of then 
#hat keep thy Precepts.. In ſuch Company you may bope to be gerting 
good, and not hurt. . | 
(i 0.) Seeing this World is ſo full of ſnares, labour to get more abort 
the World. The more our Souls are upon the wing, taking their flight 
Heaven-wards, the ſafer we ſhould be from thoſe ſnares here below. 
And ſhould not faithful Chriſtians long to be taken up to that He: 
venly Society above, whoſe Light and Love 4 perfect, who are freed 
from all Temptations, and occaſions of Stumbling ? Should they not 
long for that glorious Day, when the Son of Man ſhall ſend forth by 4 
gels to gather out of bs Kingdom all Things that offend, and them whie cu 
do Iniquity, Matth. 13. 41. If by faick we were got more above chef il. 
World, and were more in Heaven in our Meditations, Deſires, Affecti- in 
ons, if our Hearts were more fet upon Heaven; there would be mot F. 
hope of our eſcaping the peril and miſchief of Scandals, and the Snares 0 ſer 
Hell here below. | = 
Thus far for Caution againſt giving, or taking Offence, both which: 
are ſinful, and miſchievous. | 140 
Dſe 2: Now I ſhall conclude with a Word or two of Exhortation. 


ther. running upon theſe dangerous Recks. Love to God, and to the ba 
and Jeſus Chiift, love 19 the Intereſt and reputation of ReligioY 1 


. 
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r. Such would not 7 ing their Brethren; but for 
be preventing of Scand#?s, w — 1 Theſ. 3. 14. Nom we 

exhort (or beſeech) yor., Brethren, warn them that are unruſy, (diſor- 
derly) comfort the feeble Minded, ſupport the Weak, Should not fellow-  - 
nembers be helpful to one another, and ſympathize one with another? 
e And mutual love and helpfulneſs would ſhew Chriſtians to be living 
Members of Chriſt's My ſtical Body. "BY: . „ es. .- 
.) You, who by the Grace of God are kept from giving Scandal, do 

what you can towards the removing of Stumbling-blocks, and towards 


.befbling unto others. When a Fire breaks forth in a Town, it were ve- 
ry ftrange, if none would run to it, to put a ſtop to ir, But how ſad  * 
s it, that when any Scandal happens, many make « ſport of it. Many 
are forward to ſpread abroad the report of x, without being at all con- 
cern'd for the Soul of one that hath given Scandal, ar for the Souls of 
ring others that may ger harm thereby. Bur ler our love to God's Law, and 
to ſuch Souls, appear in our hearry endeavours to prevent the ruin of Souls. 
So, (1.) Let us pray, that the Lord would give them faund and tho- 
wugh Repentance, who have in ſuch a manner offended God, and gi- 
I ven Offence to others, have by their fall laid 4 ftumbling-bleck before os 
ther, Such as may deſerve excluſion from the Society of Chriſtians, 
ill they give good evidence of their Repentance, (ſo far as Man can 
judge) yet are not to be ſhut out of our Prayers. on; e 
2.) Let us take warning by others Falls; and be excited to more cix : 
ich cumſpeR, and exemplary Walking. To be ſo far from having fellow - 
dhe hip with others in the Unfroitfol Works of darkneſs; as to ſet.others 
an Example. Mhatſoever Things are True, are Honeſt, are Fuſt, are 
Pure, are lovely, are of good Report, are Vertuous, and praiſe Worthy, let us 
ſeriouſly Mind, and diligently follow theſe Things, | ©. 
(3.) And ſhould we nor mourn for the Sin, and mourn over the ſad caſe - 
ich lor fuch as give Scandal? They were reproved, 1 Cor. 5.2. for making 
lo light of the foul error of rhe inceſtuous Perſon, and that they did 
not mourn, When by their mourning for his ſo ſhameful miſcarriage; * 
bey might have been furthering on his penitential Sorrow for what he 
the] bad done. We are told, that when any of Pythagoras's Scholars made 
s Ul proof, fell off from bis yertuous Precepts ro 4 vicious couple, gbers | 


the raiſing of ſuch & are fallen, and given great occafion of ſtum- 
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= ee ten Ti, 32 evo difference herwixt 1 

'  _ ofhers: that are we with their Luſts,, and in effect wel 
| ved evans, ret them we will go? T, 

Þ betwirt on 8 tareleſeneis) all b into the More ; 
1 ee chords but beftirech himielf to get dur of ir, 

| 
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- cleanſed fromitz+4hd others that lie HA un char filehy: in, he 
| to wallow in the Mire?> As there is a diffaende betwixt une, 
5) truly ſenſible his ſin and guilt, afflicted in 1 „ 
ing under bee of his 3 anda ſenſeleſs, ſotttiſhy # Ii 
Tv Wl When! Hazer is to be maden, dealt wich, he 11 
mn eee 


1 s there is ef 
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ende e Repentance, REL: x eee eh 
Long And Cbriſtians e re eftive their Nn 
if on, hearty Love and Affection, unto ſuch — when p- 
4 1 5 — roo great ſeverity ſbould te exirciſed towards ſuch a gt 2 
ſhould be ſwallowed up of ovemnuch Sarrem: We hive! 
| to Werten de; even ſuch as all true Chriſtians are x 
| it - 7 rente? See 2 Cor. 2.7. Te ought rather co forgive him (that's 
| Repentence) and comfort him, of TORS ſuch e one HY; f by 85 
A | up witch eum Corum. The N 
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